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Mystery

Despite French Major’s Arrest

‘Ben Barka

ontinues
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R
By HENRY TANNER
special to ‘The New York Times

PARIS, Feb, 12—The arrest
f an important member of the
fficial French intelligence
gency this week in connection
ith the kidnapping and pre-
umed murder of Mehdi Ben
arks has failed to bring au-
horities any closer to solving
he mystery.

Maj. Marcel le Roy, alias

inville, alias Donald, alias
IThomas, became the sixth ' de-

endant in the case after his
rrest Thursday night. Mr. Ben
arka, a Moroccan opposition
eader, was abducted on a Paris
treet three and a half months
g0.

Major le Roy's arrest led
newspaper commentators to ask
‘Iwhether the officer was being
‘J#sacrificed” by his superiors to
Jtreeze the investigation at his
|1evel and protect higher-ranking
officials. .

Five Other Defendants

|- The other deféndants are two
Trench  policemen,  another
member of thé intelligence
agency, a free-lance writer and
a Moroccan undergoing school-
ing in Paris.

Major le Roy was charged
simply with:failure®o report a
crime. The others have bcen
charged with active participa-
tion in the kidnapping.

The major admitted to the

over a period of five months

L ecution of the crime.
The information came to him
from one of his' subordinates,
_Antolne ‘Lopez, a defendant,
"who has confessed to being one
of the kidnappers. .
Nevertheless, Major le Roy
I told the magistrate, he had
failed to report the information
[to his superiors until well after
. the crime became known
. through the newspapers. Then
+ he wrote g report that he ante-
| dated by a month and inserted
fraudulently into the records of
| his agency. ‘ )
Command Transierred °

' The existence of the ante-
" dated report was made known
. t0 the magistrate a week ago
- by the new command of the
intelligence agency, which is

United States Central Intelli-
. gence Agency.

.~ The general in charge of the
, agency was relieved last month
. and replaced by another general.
Control over the agency was
. shifted from the Prime Minis-
: ter's office to.the Armed Forces
 Ministry. ‘

investigating magistrate thaty

he had been kept informed on|,
the preparations that went into .
the plot to kidnap Mr. Ben}
Barka and that he had also re-|
ceived a full report on the ex-|

the French equivalent of thei

Th Lhe agency revearca s
identity to the press and, ap-
parently shocked by the arrest

“proof” that the major had kept
the agency leadership informed.

The intelligence agency is in-
volved in an increasingly acri-
monious feud with members of
another, less officlal undercover
network called the “Barbouzes’
(the bearded ones) that fought].
right-wing extremists during].
and after the war in Algerial!

Pierre Lemarchand, a Gauld
Hst member of the National As+4.
sembly and a former “Bar

ligence agency of having . or

of his superior, said he had}

bouze,” has accused the intelf:

ganized and executed the crimgj.
against Mr. Ben Barka. He mad
his charge in testimony befor
the investigating magistrat
three days ago. He accused th
agency of trying to frame hi
with allegations that he playe
a role in the crime. :
Mr. Lemarchand is a frien
of Interior Minister Roger Frey|
and has closeé relations als
with high officlals of the Pari
police force, which is under the
control of the Interior Minis
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